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OFFICE OF THE
UTAH STATE AUDITOR

A Key Pillar of State Government
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Mission Statement

We provide Utah taxpayers and 
government officials with an 

independent assessment of financial 
operation, statutory compliance, and 

performance management for state and local 
government.
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Objective

Be a constitutional watchdog to ensure 
that taxpayer funds are being spent 
legally, efficiently, and effectively.
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Office of the State Auditor

•Local Government Oversight

•Special Projects / Whistleblower Hotline

•Performance Audit & Data Analytics 

•Financial Audit

•Information Systems Audit
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Local Government Oversight
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Local Government Oversight

• On-line training

– Introduction to Budgeting

– Introduction to OPMA

– Introduction to GRAMA

• Electronic user submission of financial reports

• Enforcement of financial transparency database 
reporting



7

Office of  the 

Utah State Auditor

Local Government Oversight

• Completed initial CPA workpaper reviews

• Proactive review of budgetary compliance

• Initiated bank statement reviews of smaller local 
governments

• Working with Division of Archives to improve 
quality of information on the Public Meeting 
Notice website
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Special Projects
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Special Projects / Hotline

• Investigate waste, fraud, and abuse

• Investigate allegations of public corruption

• Turn any potential criminal finding over to AG 
or county attorneys for prosecution
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Special Projects

• Reports Issued:

– Kane County

– Utah School for the Deaf and Blind

– Unified Fire Authority / Unified Fire Service Area

– Utah League of Cities and Towns

– Southwest Utah Public Health District

– Washington County School District

– Utah Local Government Trust

– Kaysville City
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Special Projects

• Reports Issued:

– Utah Communications Authority

– Emery County Wire Transfer

– Emigration Improvement District

– Misc. Independent State Entities

• Credit card internal controls

• Certain financial activities

– Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
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Administrative Subpoenas (2016)

Issued to Number 

Issued

Public Entities 0

Public Officials 0

Private Entities Regarding Public 

Entities or Public Officials

44

Private Entities or Individuals 0
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hotline.utah.gov

Over 80 hotline complaints received annually



14

Office of  the 

Utah State Auditor

Performance Audit
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Performance Audit

• Reports Issued:

– Medicaid Prescription Drug Controls

– Data Analytics for SNAP Abuse

– Utah Communications Authority

– Independent State Entity Transparency

– Statewide Accountability Survey



16

Office of  the 

Utah State Auditor

Data Analytics
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Data Analytics

• Reports Issued:

– Financial Benefit of Using High-Deductible Medical 
Plans

– The Cost of Yesterday’s Pension Promises to Public 
Education

– Comparison of First‐year Salaries for Education 
Majors to First‐year Salaries for Other Majors
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Financial Audit



21

Office of  the 

Utah State Auditor

Financial Audit 

• Approximately 80 Financial Reports 
Issued Annually

– 25 Financial Statement Opinions

– 54 Letters to Management, Attestation 
Reports, and Other Reports
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Information Systems Audit
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Information Systems Audit

• Incorporated into single audit plan

– Dept of Workforce Services

– Dept of Health

• Completed IT audit survey of county 
governments
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Funding of Unfunded Leave

• Annual Leave Balance Transfers

– Funded $116,500 of unfunded leave

– Transfers made twice per year

• End of fiscal year

• End of calendar year

– Funding annual leave over 120 hours

– Transferred to comp/excess pool
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Budget & Staffing
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Budget
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Categories of Expenditures
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FTE & Vehicles



32

Office of  the 

Utah State Auditor

auditor.utah.gov
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